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Jan. 196 $ 30th annivaraary oJT the birth of V,S. 

rxac. and Jan. are for ua acsoclatod with-Vaeil Slmononko.' Cn, the first 
r.ii'Viwrcary of hia death -waa publichod poathumoualjr the collection of hio 
r oatiT ontltladj "Tranquility 'faundor'*. I roerot to eajr that it contains 
not ail of VaaH Slmonenko'a beet pooaia, although they circulato vridoly in 
r.nmr,cript form. Of those it does contain, not all have boon printod as the 
ut’ior vvroto thorn. Kevortheleso, such as it ia, the oollootion prosenta 
. .V' .-i./ibla sTiatorial for a wide discussion of the problem of our social life and 
litvoraturo , espocially if the v.'orlcs aro taken, not as an individual and 
:,;.olcitod phonoiconon but as an In soparable part of contssspoi-ary Ulcrainian 
poetry. Tho latter I esq>hasise not aocidentally. One oan fcrosoo in advance 
ttuib various attempts will bo cade to isolate Vasil Simonenko from tlio whole 
process of creation of tho new poetic treasures, a procoes which has boon taking 
place in tho young Ukrainian literature for the past several years, and to 
co'ontorposQ him to the rest of the yoiing poets, to combat them by means of hia. 
This is part of our tradition 1 to fight the living by icaans of tho doad. Did 
those who persecuted Dovzhenko during his life not begin to utilise hia nar,-.^ ia 
the campaign against evorjir^nevr e 3 q>ro 3 slon; did they not attempt, by using his 
name, to buttress tho shaky "authority** of the flatterers? 

And hero, not long ago, wo heard from a critic of high official standing 
that Vacil Simonenko ist"tha solo -mature one among tho younger poota'** It is 
quite clear why ho is "tho only one" for this high priest j because ha is 

dead and cannot answar this nan as ..a deserves. This, the latter takes into 
account. But the estoemed lackey ia mistaken. Lot him road the poems of Vasil 
Simonenko. There Is much said about hia kind and said most pointedly. On our 
part we would like to state as a romiador that those young poets, whom tho critic 
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vy iVv^y 

US "inriattore'’, w©fb"%'oth'’an oxarapl© and on Incplration to Vaoil siaononlio, 
iv:i iio Iz ncnv an axacrpla and'*aa'*iaspiration for thoa and i’or ail of na. 

llo, thoy vdJLl not eaccc- - soporating Vasil»s work froa tho living and 
croativo procooa of tho now t adan litoraturo. Only aa part of this process 
lie his poetry fully vuadarstcv . aj in its turn, makss a groat contribution for 
tho clioraotorization of this 

Horo is not tho time on .i to" speak in detail of thoso problems vdiich 

i'lo'.v out of tills. I would lil;- - dwell briefly on throe points, vhich oom to las 

ospecialli* instructivo. In tho -saon" Vaail SlxBononko has given us. 

Firstly, Ifesil Siraonozjico 1, a from ordiesry maxijaa, but reached a high lovol 
of philosophical-political thin.; j, of croatSn of concepts and of writing of 
Xiottry ao arenas of independent -.nlclng, From newspaper moraliaing, he rose to 
a high level of journalism and v. ,>olitical lyricism of the equality of 
Dusvchenico's. ^om ordinary rc."-^., .^'.tLng he rose to a fullness of compassionate 
undorntanding and deep emotional. ,;i>rociatlon of tho beautiful. His achievement 
in very instructivo and sixnulta;. : . isly reveals reliably how much energy sad 
potential is loot in our literat . . .■* The majority of our young poets begin and 
?. ■ -.tinuo to begin from no worse ' 'wl than Vaail Simonenko, nor had they less 
v' TMiral talent, ‘ThoroXoro, many . 'tiioiu could have reached htn stature, but only 
C.-AV3 Individuals acloiove this. I..:, rest do not go up, but dorin. How many talents 
lu'vro already in our time diminished, degonoratod and declined? Vdiat is the reason? 

■ •niy there are many* her 1 '»dll give nwo. 

, } 

■•.v.i:'. :i person spoaks at the top of his ‘voice, it becomes strongar, but when he 
,.j.ato!-3 hiiiself to speak in a whlspor, this becomes his normal voice, Vasil 

■ ■ '•^.rc,'i;o courageously spoke tns '<t.*uth and tho tjruth made him ©vor greater and 

. iter. A poet needs scope to tee his talents so that they vrUl develop, Ko 
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hio ocopa, who d;; uso his full posfors, who doos to *!:^ix thesa 

,:oi;t;_v.x'Ui;ly and to thoir Id; •llcr.'.'a Ills Euaclos ixsporcaptibly to uoakon^ h-is pcwora 

■;x docl;li'*o. In Dsdcoino is v •;;ho tora «clU 32 iah heai't". ISany of our peats have 
clu2i;l3h soiils, sluggish cerx^-. 

Vacil Sinjononko was jnaroilossly solf’-ci-itical and always not fuHy satisfied 
viith hirasolf-in iciportant nattors^ no-j^ jjotty dotaHo. Kis ccncopts and criteria 
woro too high for h-i, ra to bo satisfiod with what bo had acooc^ilisliod. His first book 
vras published 5 overyono pralcod it, ovoryono was dollghto'^* Vasil epolia of it 
6<5TK!wiaat Ironioallyj ho did not lUco it; ho had already outgrwm it* Today ho stood 
higlior tlian yostorday, and tosorrow higher than today. This invaluable ability to 
continually grow in wisdom and porfootion is one of tho great losoonc he loft for 
all of us. Without exaggeration, ninety percent of Ukrainian lltoratours lack these 
qualities. For this reason they do notgo up, but slip down. 

Secondly it is no secret that Vasil Simonenko, first of all, is a poet of tho: 
iuitional concept. All who road this book vrtLll see that it is precisely this idea 
wijioh is dominant in his poetxy. It is true that Leonind IHholaiovich Hovichsnko, 

Pita hero in the presidium assures us that the idea "'national concept”, 

-i ryicn;’.! conscioxisnoss" are now obsolete, uiy.nirrantcd, outdated arid ncn-]:5arxlst. 
i ..Olid ndvisG him to toll this to the Chinese Communists, ciJ the Italian Communists, 
oi* tho ii'cnch Cccpiunlsta, or the English Coffirronicto, or tho Polish Cenmiaists, or 
filially, the Russian Communists. Ci’ let hin tell this to itirl JJiarx, in whose works, 
Gcppcialiy in his corrospoixdenoo ore found such expressions regarding those questions 
of "national feelings", National that if they were quoted new, vnitheut 

•prior ^Tarning aa to their authorship, it would be necessary to revive mny hero vTith 
v/ator. Obviously •the natioiuil concept exists and will continue to o:ci3t. For us 
today it is roal and represents tho conoopt of a full, sovroign oiiistcnco both as a, 
culture and as a state Of the Ukrainian socialist natlcsj, ecyd the concept of 
coirploterias^ and sov^ignty of its national contribution to tic goncral cause of 



d:);r.ocrac7 and social:'. ■ Tl^io concept lies at heart of Vasil Sixaonenlco’s 

'nootr;/ and Jjiapiros it* 



I Oia raicing this becc- 



carries vrith it a tlircat c- 



ving privacy to tho national concept very often 



.'forenco to other concepts, by 



g in so:.*iO persons 



all xn’tfOiTcs't in othor probla^_ of tho huean spirit* Thoro havo been poets and oven 
v/iiolo literatures which bocoas •uniform and monotonous beca'uso they wore forced by 
l.iotorical circumstancos to co;i 5 )lota 2 y abandon ths national concept, thxis relegating 
t;icmi;<3l-ves to second pxaoo before literatxires which had no sxich need of forsaking ♦ 
v.ho primacy of this national concept. Ent thoro aro historical precedents of the 
^ when the national concept does not oxclxyio, but dra’na iri, does not 



*>U.v/ Wl 



ousos, does. not kill but catalyzes in individuals tho i:'u:umorable 



iUJ-.-ian concepts. And the very incaorsion in •fcha national concept and devotion to it 
together load many to the innermost depths of othor social and spiritual problems, 

■y/o sea Qscau 5 >l ©3 of this in Sha-vchonko, PTanko, Lesya bkrainka^ Sandor Potofi, 

Son LU or ♦ 

110576 vor, whoa wa speak of Ukrainian literaturo this did not and does not apply 
to all Ukrainian poets* 

SiTionordco belonged to those, •who felt th© bond batvfeen tho national concept and 
all o'ihor human values such as tho coacopto of human dignity, honesty, conscionooj 
tViC concepts of porscnal and social ethics and justice* It Is precisely -this 
-ar'cicrctanding of dignity, conscionao and justice that brought him to tho national 
cor.cept, to tho now •understanding cf Uicraino, 



Dostoyevsky once asked t ”Woulv. you agroo to build a system of universal harmony 
o.,i ono single tear of one innocenu ul'iild?” And sirailarly •wo askj Ca:-i ti'ioro ba 
•'u:<.ivcrsal harmony”, can there bo -universal sooioty, can thoro be universal human 
j-iictico for tho attainment of which is nocossaiy e'von the smallest injustice to any 
ono imtion, in tills case the Ukrainian nation? Ho, there cannot bo s^ach 22 : a socioty 
aral rruch «iaarmony« established on c-uoh fouxidatioas. This is V 7 hy tlio national quostior 



:r" bo-.ii-vd by tha tliirmoot. tbreada with tha aost aacrod problsras of hitmn coiiscicxxo. 

ia •.;i^ a dcop understaading of tliia problsai caa iaspii'o a conteriipc-xary poot 
v,7.'c,:'. a spirit of hvaasacaoss and a i^aosion of coif sacrificQ. And thic is tho 
position at v^hich Siaoneako arrltad, a© is attostod.to by hia publiahod and un- 
published v:orlco. 

yinaliy, tlio third point, aoro I havo in cind tho aorai lossona the looaon 
c>r civic ctiiics which ho gavo us. Tnoro aro opoclis when tho doclciva battl;oo take 
place in tho arena of sooial ao3ra!{.ity and civic conductj when cvan elcnontary honan 
dijratj/-, cjipoaing brutal proosurOj) can bccoco a great robollious-revoluticriary force, 
70 cuach epochs, in ay opinion , for the aoot part also bolongo our epoch. Bua to 
his-J.orical circurostancos a sicnificant part of our problats consiots in the 
cli.flcrcp<sacy of word and deed, theory and praties, pro;Ject3 and achici/eriiontej in tho 
najloct of cooial morality and tho dosoneratlon of civic life. A correspondingly 

leant part of our task boils da^m to the olinination of those inoonsictoncics , 
tho rogenoration of a high dogreo of public participation and tho uplifting of tho 
r.-atiorial-political lifo. 

But, standing in tho way, is a great, dull forco of inertia, Indifforanco and 
civic doRorallaation, given birth by tho ora of Stalin and nourished k today, on tho 
one hand, by tho deadly official Pharaeaien, and, on tha other, by that little- 
iaed ccopticisa into vrhlch, with willingness and rofincrient tliero aro thoso 
v/hD f.loo fron their heavy civic duty because of lotliargy, fear and blindness 3 that 
f!'-i?lorablo scopticlsa of the slave, who, feigning wiodca arid v/isl-dng to dacoivo 
i'.l.ijalf , pretends that he is so Cw'riod av/ay by tho gaxo of paradonos tluat ho docs 
not notico tho yoko on his nock; that scopticisa which in spito of its iaodern attia-Oj 
boils dover. to tho ancient wisdoia of tho snalco-intalloctual j «ply or crav/1, all tiic 
into tho ground you will go; all tho caiaa into dust you will citU'go.« , 

'■■.•I-; ic why perhaps nothing else has at present such oignificanco as the. 



of civic ccndtictl And pooplo do not wait for anythin; 



: as nu.cn as for 
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; cv of l^^rolc civic conducul Pooplo Rocd this Qxscnplo r*o*o bucaiico '.vithcai 

c-ivj:'.ou ^ona a concop’tdon o* ijonuiifio cdvdc OaadSj buu oscauac vriCy need 'co co 
-tlnib today suoh doods ci'o nocossary and posaible, and that today tlioy aro 
,r>ot i'rv:itlGoo ; that today* «25asar.d-y of tho bravo ro'w-ala the real coui’a^e of life.*"' 

. Today, and porhapo today as aovor before, it is possiblo and nooossary to stru^ iilol 
In this lies the coin looeoa of Vaoil S±donoTil:o g personal inteiprity, uncoaproadoini: 
and cool couraco united with a hl^h eonsa of civic duty, huican dijp'iity and self-respect., 
honour and conacionco were, according to his under ctandli'irr^ *tho basic foundations of 
seclai lifo. In his v/orks is roflectod the attitude of 'Oin-ainian youth vdLth the nev/ 
outlook, wlioro through^- the stratun of the past ora, robustly push up shoots of youth 
and otomal groenj of hxisan dignity, human investigation and indopondonco* of the 

1 

unconquerable and ineshaustable human spirit which "spurs the humari body to fight," 
which calls one to stand up in defease of his pe<^lo and to find in this the E-Ganing 
of his life. 

Such is tho lesson loft for uo by Vasil Simor*onko both by his wcrlcs and by his 
irior;al-civic oxanplo. Now there arises tho quoctlcn}* Can tae castor the losson? 

And in this sense I am personally alarr^od and saddened by none otiwr thar: o-or 
; '•scj::oao love for' Vasil Simononlco. It turns out tliat today evuyerne loves i'Jje. He 
• lo-7cd hy the general public and those of hoi^ourod i-anlc]( lis is loved by tlie 
voo-aturrui. Ckraina", which is e<if.-;:.ed like the wall nov^spapor of the district 
■ (police); ho is loved by Ecctor of Piiilosoply, Academician of tl'io Acadory of 

Sciences of tho Ukrainian S.S.R,, cccrotary of ths Union of Vl-ltors of tho 
Ultraiiiaan S.S.R*, Leonid Mikolaiovich Noviclionlco. All togotlvsr %vo very luuch love 
Simonenlco, and so caich that in bli^-.i love (or perhaps nodeety} corcc do not even 
notice that perhaps for thorn if %vould bo bettor not to love; that cirico their paths 
diverged from Simononlco'e in his llfetlms they also divargo aftox- Ills death. I would 
li:co to beg thorn* be nagnamlnous and stop loving Simononicoi But tlxey ore not so 
s'nainaloss as to stop lovingj They are oua.xing and knoir very \'ro2J. that by hatred ono 
caa Idll only the living, but by love -the dead as weHl But still v/e should convonce 
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tliut it is not in thoir . oat to lovo Steononko bocauaa rcoro tian once hs 

Trill cut oiich a capor froia tl -r ■vrorld that tbay will ba ^orcod to repudiate Lvlal 



VThon fhoy tv-oro aijjning h- 
2 

for Hovv Ycar»c, Vasil Simortc, 
^ -oroover ho vjag disturbod by ^ 



:ittors of protest against tho cutting of fir •trsos 
-a troublod'by tho cutting down of othor troos, 
ntiroly dlfforont phononenon, wl-wn ti^o tree waa not 



cut doivn. aa tho othor hand . . . was loolcod after by opoclally appoint«'id, qual i fied 
gai'doncraj for its cara war^:. .yotod funds froai tho ali^sady ovorburdaned state buc 



that it viithsrs?” Philosophc 



gai'dancraj for its cara war^:. .yotod funds froai thO ali^sady ovorburdanod state budget, 
but the troo continued to wie.. Paoplo casaa and said; '‘ParliSps it is a poor variovy 
that it Viithsrs?” Philosophc .plainod: ”So^ uho trao la not inferior^ it has 

ov'iual rights^ but such is th« . , of history.” And at tliia tiaa, underground^ out 

of peoples » sight j the roots o vary trea wore being cut with tiio asslstarico of 

vhio I'.'.oat jTiodem excavating oquip-asat. 

. Vd-ien they appaarod as great realists Icnowlng very well what was alloKOd and vxhat 
%w;e notj '.rhat vras to thoir advc-'fdsgo and v/iiat was a disadvantagoj which ‘ivay it was 
p.'ua.iicfiiblo for tho faaous wlioo- of loistory to turn, tho wiujol vdiich appeared to then 
i.iiCQ tho wIujgI and axlo at a laino shaft, unwound by hoi*seSy v;ho are blind from 
wal!-ci:;g in a circle, whilo the drivbr porstixally appointod by history itself, 
conveys by >3 of oho vinip h i i i ^ ^ w \ir^r ^ s o Qiw»2hncii«»onts , at txUitp tjscs, in uncar era of 
hucketor’s sobriety Vasil Siaonc: ,;o was a hapless Don Q-uixota, who to uso -(fca words 
of Lesya Ukrainlca, rofusod to fv,.. .iao tho so-called gfhiotorical as a 

'k,v.al abyss” and doisandod tho cc .coly iripossibla: 



Lot Aiasrioa ar. 



V/hon I spoak vc 



;ia rossiin silent 



’■.'uth v/ha's ho spoko wo all . But hcr.7 hopoloss and inioossiblo is all tliio 

fror.i tho point of view of tha vt- .nd oduoatod piglat, which ia so vorsad in the 

Ir of history and has good-natc- . : .f.y suclcod up political wisdora Xroia tloe " 
r.oclii^nisod trough. And how iron., hy, how nobly It gnaata whon it iiears soostliing 
like thisj ; , 



r*ation 11^ . .1^ ration altTays T.’illS .; ■ 

No ona PlU' c.. a out ny pocplo* . 

Tumscats a*'- ^■'■-;yr.•a^d3 varJLoh e'aaH 
T 7 ith tixo hcv . of roaoing ccuq,uorcra* 

You baotard . - of ftoixsiod haBCtaoa 

Do not forcot 70 a nonatoyd, whoro’oy you boj 
I.Iy nation llvoc2 In ita l*x>t vaiaa 
Coasaok blood pxilaatos a:ad tlu'oba} 

'rho;.:)o -»vordo aro not custonayy for tho authorities 5 thoy are not customary 
;'r>r tho caoily-fyi^tonod “patriota". 

Tl'ien they tToro avosing roost lio 2 y civic faith uas faith in Shchedi'ii'i«o 

orri.ciiia and tho sroatast civic courago tsaa.to stand befero 
■ ni".;onoiUco 'raroto othonvlso; 

iunblo you nurdorera, laoditato you fiunlcoyaJ 
Life conforms not to your mold. 

taon thoy %"©ro achieving fane and substance by tha witing of novels on tho 
oocaoion of every successivo cujasxiro v/hich would fiixally bring proapority for tha 
collcctionlsad peasantry, but soon, for eoaa roasen, i-avoalcd itself sclerotii, 
VasH Sir-tonsnko, at this tisa^ '^roto hia poo;s 3 ”fhiof” and "Cbituary to tho Com 
Cob ^iliich Porishod at tho S'ta'v . ..’ain Doliveyy Ceatro**. 



Wo havo a category of poo' 
bacia, rogard tliomsolvos as g-’^ 
tho -task of pi-aislng ‘'common 1. 
call a \v3:^3tchod colloctiva far-;; 
a third vd.ll count in his viI-1 
their groat cagnanimity, as if 
tho poople.“. But tho fact th-'- 
misorablo hopocks for thoir 'i-f 



.nio beast of their peasant {Irigihi ai*d, on tills 
"peasant domcci-ato" . fliay set for themsGlves 
. - os-a” Tdth a variety of artful titles ; ono will 
fremethous, anotlior will call liia Keracleus^ 
a doson Jhitoucos. In this 'they «ra proud cf 
cayj "Loolc, wa knear ho:/ to sitCv/ i^ospc^cli 
>.ho 30 PromothousGo arsi /arteissoc rscoivod a few 
had CO right to rocoivo pensions, and do not 










you £ia3U3r-o tuj that you : 
iiiTorrnoro and Bha-acoc;. .. 

0 vai_. , 
®ion tr„ 
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-vO iiirs~»thc)n iGmra ’ 

iroa *xua to ha i2on iito’toad or toon: 

wout whoa Si-iOvchonko wrotoj ''' 

-.-d owcod brood, 
you dio ouu5? 




